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On April 23, 2026, the Radvila Palace Museum of Art of the Lithuanian National Museum of Art in
Vilnius will open the exhibition “Ukrainian Dreamers: The Kharkiv School of Photography”. This will
be the first large-scale presentation of this phenomenon of contemporary Ukrainian art in
Lithuania.

The exhibition is jointly organised by the Lithuanian National Museum of Art and the Museum of
the Kharkiv School of Photography (MOKSOP). The Kharkiv School of Photography is a community
that spans four generations of artists, from the 1960s to the present. Throughout the period of
Soviet censorship, the turbulent years of Ukraine’s independence, revolutions, and the onset of
russian military aggression, Kharkiv photographers have continuously expanded the boundaries of
the photographic medium, transforming it into a sharp instrument of social and aesthetic
expression. For the first time in Lithuania, a broad selection of works will be presented, revealing
the contexts in which the school developed and the artistic methods shared by its members.

Since the late 1960s, in conditions of information isolation and the absence of any art market,
Kharkiv photographers sought to develop networks of professional exchange both within and
beyond their local community. One of their sources of inspiration was the work of their Lithuanian
colleagues and their personal connections with them. Lithuania — the only Soviet republic with a
state photographers’ association — became an influential example of how photography could
regain its status as an art form. The exhibition of Kharkiv photographers in Vilnius thus serves as a
long-overdue tribute to these creative ties.

The exposition will include the works of 33 artists, spanning from the late 1960s to the present day
and organised in a roughly chronological manner to demonstrate the continuity of the School’s
methods and approaches. The presence of the authors on the opening will give a chance not only
to familiarise oneself with the art, but also to ask more questions and get to know the historical
context better, as the event will be accompanied by the artist talks, which will be announced closer
to the opening on the social media platforms of the organisers.

The exhibition opening will be accompanied by a two-day international academic symposium titled
“‘Amateur’ Photo Clubs in the USSR and Satellite States in the 1950s—1980s”, taking place on 24—
25 April 2026. The symposium will focus on the phenomenon of the photo club movement as a
space for artistic exploration, nonconformism, and interaction within the official infrastructures of
socialist states. The event is open to the public, so the audience will have a chance to listen and ask
guestions to 18 scholars from Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Chezia, Hungary, Serbia,
Romania and Croatia. The keynote speaker of the symposium will be Dr Jessica Werneke from the
University of lowa, USA.

An English-language catalogue will be published as part of the project, featuring analytical essays,
visual materials, and historical documentation. The designer of the catalogue is Vytautas Volbekas,
who has extensively collaborated with the Lithuanian art institutions and worked on the visual
identity for the Lithuanian pavilion Gut Feeling at the 59th Venice Art Biennale.


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.lndm.lt/en/rrm/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1769856473844084&usg=AOvVaw1lVQPEOuRiqox3S5YJWFx-

The project is supported by the European Union through the House of Europe programme and the
Ukrainian Institute with the support of the Cultural Diplomacy Foundation. The exhibition is
implemented within the Visualise program of the Ukrainian Institute.

Participating artists: Boris Mikhailov, Gennadiy Tubalev, Oleg Maliovany, Oleksandr Suprun, Jury
Rupin, Viktor Kochetov, Oleksandr Sitnichenko, Volodymyr Shaposhnykov, Evgeniy Pavlov, Anatoliy
Makiyenko, Vita Mikhailov, Tetiana Pavlova, Roman Pyatkovka, Volodymyr Starko, Misha Pedan,
Sergiy Solonsky, Grigoriy Okun, Boris Redko, Sergiy Bratkov, Igor Manko, Sergiy Kochetov, Bella
Logachova, Vasylisa Nezabarom, Yulia Drozdek, Serhiy Popov, Vladyslav Krasnoshchok, Roman
Minin, Sergiy Lebedynskyy, Mykola Ridnyi, Hanna Kryvenstova, Igor Chekachkov, Andrii Rachynskyi,
Alina Kleitman

About the Organisers

Lithuanian National Museum of Art (Lietuvos nacionalinis dailés muziejus) — the largest national art
museum in Lithuania. It comprises nine exhibition departments across four cities, organizing over
60 exhibitions annually both in its own venues and in collaboration with institutions in Lithuania
and abroad. The Radvila Palace Museum of Art is one of its departments, hosting exhibitions by
renowned international and Lithuanian artists.

Museum of the Kharkiv School of Photography (MOKSOP) — the first museum of contemporary
photography in Ukraine. A key part of the MOKSOP collection consists of prints, negatives, and
archival documentation related to the artists of the Kharkiv School of Photography. Due to the
escalation of Russian military aggression, the museum’s archive was evacuated to Germany in
2022. The museum team continues its publishing, research, and curatorial work in exile.
Curators: Sergiy Lebedynsky, Boris and Vita Mikhailov, Darius Vaicekauskas, Olena Chervonik,
Oleksandra Osadcha

Symposium organizers: Olena Chervonik, Gintaré Krasuckaité, Oleksandra Osadcha

Media contact:

Lithuanian National Museum of Art

Banguolé Zalnierilinaité — Public Relations Coordinator banguole.zalnieriunaite@Indm.lt
MOKSOP — info@moksop.org

https://moksop.org/
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