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For its 5th participation in Paris Photo, the gallery presents Ukrainian artist Elena 
Subach with two series that explore the emotional and political dimensions of 
vulnerability. "Hidden", created in the early months of the war, reflects the quiet 
heroism of those working to preserve cultural heritage. The series reveals a 
bitter irony: as the conflict heightens interest in Ukrainian art, the works 
themselves must be concealed and safeguarded. The series "Fragility" magnifies 
caring gestures symbolizing the shared vulnerability of humans and nature.  

Also on view are rare analogue collages by Oleksandr Suprun from the 1970s–
90s that subvert Soviet iconography through poetic depictions of nature, elderly 
people, and children.  

The gallery further presents Viktor and Sergiy Kochetov who captured 
uneventful scenes of daily life and accentuated them with deliberately naïve 
gesture of hand-colouring.  

Together, the works create a dialogue between past and present, fragility and 
resistance, personal memory and collective history.
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Elena Subach (b.1980, Vhervonohrad, Ukraine) 

Elena Subach is a visual artist who currently lives and works in Lviv. Her artistic practice 
focuses on exploring memory, space, religion, tradition, the construction of history, as well 
as the consequences of the Soviet colonial past. A significant theme in the artist’s work is 
the fragility of the world and its living beings. In her art, Subach often turns to liminal 
spaces as a visual metaphor for the inner state of a person experiencing change, loss, or a 
reinterpretation of experience.  

Subach turned to photography in 2012. Between 2019 and 2022, she worked as a curator 
at the Borys Voznytsky Lviv National Art Gallery. She currently teaches art history and 
curatorial practice at the School of Visual Communications in Kyiv.  

The artist has received several awards, including the Vogue Phuturespective (2025), New 
East Photo Prize from the Calvert Foundation (2016), and Future Talents (2019).  

The photographs of Subach belong to important public collections including the Neues 
Museum, Nürnberg (Germany); the Victoria & Albert Museum (UK) and the Museum of 
the Kharkiv School of Photography (Ukraine). They were exhibited in leading museums, 
including the Nordic House in Reykjavik (Iceland); Photo Élysée Museum of Photography in 
Lausanne, (Switzerland);  Bibliotheca Hertziana Max Planck Institute in Rome (Italy) and 
Kunstforum Wien (Austria). 

The artist’s photographs have been recently featured by international press, such as The 
Guardian, The British Journal of Photography, Fisheye, l’Obs, Weltkunst, Vogue Poland.
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Elena Subach, untitled, Hidden series, 2022, archival pigment print on Hahnemühle paper, ed of 5 + 
2 ap, 75 x 50 cm 
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Elena Subach, untitled, Hidden series, 2022, archival pigment print on Hahnemühle paper, ed of 5 + 
2 ap, 75 x 50 cm 

Alexandra de Viveiros gallery



Elena Subach, untitled, Fragility series, 2019, archival pigment print on Hahnemühle paper, ed of 5 + 
2 ap, 75 x 50 cm 
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Elena Subach, untitled, Fragility series, 2019, archival pigment print on Hahnemühle paper, ed of 5 + 
2 ap, 75 x 50 cm 



Oleksandr Suprun (b. 1945, Berezivka, Kharkiv region, Ukraine) 

Oleksandr Suprun belongs to the first generation of the Kharkiv school of Photography. 
From 1962-1968 he studied at the Kharkiv Polytechnic School. In the mid-1960s, he 
became interested in photography and enrolled at the regional photo club in 1967. Suprun 
was a member of the famous Vremia (Time) group together with Boris Mikhailov, Juri Rupin 
and Evgeniy Pavlov. His first solo exhibition was organized in 1973, after which the author 
participated in numerous contests and salons of the International Federation of 
Photographic Art (FIAP). He was awarded the distinction “Excellence FIAP” (EFIAP) in 1996.  

During the first decade of his activity, Suprun concentrated mainly on straight documentary 
photography, in 1975 he became interested in the collage, which gradually replaced ‘pure’ 
shots. Those years collage was a laborious manual technique of cutting out and mounting 
of fragments. The personages were mostly elderly people and children, very vulnerable 
social groups, often placed against a sinister-looking urban background with dramatic high-
contrast skies. As taking pictures of people in the street of the Soviet Union could lead to 
the accusation of spying, the author used a camera hidden in a shopping bag and operated 
by an ingenious device. 

Since 1981, Suprun works as a professor at the Kharkiv Art and Industry University. 

Photographs of Suprun belong to important public collections including the Centre 
Pompidou, Paris, France and Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA. They participated in 
exhibitions in Communal Galerie, Berlin, Germany; Kunstmuseum, Wolfsburg, Germany; 
Centre Pompidou, Paris, France; PinchukArtCentre, Kyiv, Ukraine and were presented at 
Photo London 2022, Photo Basel 2023 and Paris Photo 2023 and 2025 art fairs. 

Oleksandr Suprun is one of the finalists of the Viviane Esders Prize 2025. 

Recently, the press, such as Beaux Art Magazine, Monde Diplomatique, Aperture, Le 
Quotidien de l’Art, published his works. 

The artist is in the spotlight for being participated in the documentary Kharkiv, capital of 
the rebel photography commissioned by ARTE (France - Germany) in 2024. 
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Oleksandr Suprun, Rough Land, 1978, original collage of cut-out gelatin silver prints, unique, 61 x 
41,5 cm
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Oleksandr Suprun, Shepherd, 1975, vintage gelatin silver print, collage, ed of 10 + 2 ap, paper 39 x 
30,5 cm, image 27,5 x 25,2 cm
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Viktor Kochetov (1947-2021, Kharkiv, Ukraine) &  Sergiy Kochetov (b. 1972, Kharkiv, 
Ukraine)  

Viktor Kochetov represents the first generation of the Kharkiv School of Photography. 
Before completing his academic studies, he began working in photography in 1968. For 
over forty years, he has worked as a professional photographer for the Railway Company 
and various newspapers. A significant part of his work has been created in collaboration 
with his son, Sergiy Kochetov, who has assisted Viktor since his adolescence. 

Their approach was shaped in the dialectic confrontation with the authors’ photojournalist 
background: on the one hand, the technical skill required to capture the attention of news 
agencies; on the other, the desire to break free from propaganda and resist censorship. The 
Kochetovs are known for their extensive use of hand-colouring techniques, rooted in the 
tradition of luriki - enlarged, retouched photographic portraits. The “fauvist” colours in 
their works do not mask reality but rather intensify it, revealing the lyrical aspect of 
everyday subjects. 

Works of the Kochetovs belong to the important collections such as the collection of 
Centre Pompidou, Paris, France; Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA and KADIST 
Foundation, USA.  

They participated in exhibitions in CAC, Vilnius, Lithuania; Communal Galerie, Berlin, 
Germany; Kunstmuseum, Wolfsburg, Germany; Centre Pompidou, Paris, France; 
PinchukArtCentre, Kyiv, Ukraine; Apollonia Cultural Exchange art center, Strasbourg, France 
and in international festivals: FotoFest Biennial, Houston, USA; Noordelicht International 
Photo Festival, Groningen, Netherlands; International Festival of Photography PIP, Pingyao, 
China. The gallery presented the works of Kochetov at Paris Photo 2022, 2023 and 2025, 
Photo London 2022 and Photo Basel 2023 art fairs. 

International press, such as Le Monde, The Guardian, Figaro Magazine, The Art Newspaper, 
British Journal of Photography, 1000 Worlds, devoted to the artists numerous articles and 
published their works. 

The artists are in the spotlight for being participated in the documentary Kharkiv, capital of 
the rebel photography commissioned by ARTE (France - Germany) in 2024. 
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Viktor & Sergiy Kochetov, Untitled, 1987-1994, vintage gelatin silver print, toned and hand-coloured, 
unique, paper 40,5 x 30 cm, image 34 x 27 cm 



Viktor & Sergiy Kochetov, Monument, 1995, vintage gelatin silver print, toned and hand-coloured, 
paper ca 59 x 49,5 cm, image ca 59 x 42 cm  
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